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Scammers, opportunists 
preying on fears, Attorney 
General’s office says. »2a 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Denver’s restaurants are 
moving to takeout as city 
bans dine-in service. » sa 


As Colorado employees and 
students log in from home, 
how will the internet cope? » sa 


Governor orders closures 


State’s 
budget 
could take 
big hit 


By Alex Burness 
The Denver Post 


Colorado officials were briefed 
Monday on the state’s economic 
forecast, and it isn’t pretty: a slow- 
down that at best will last several 
months, and that will, at least in 
the short term, severely hamper 
the legislature’s ability to pay for 
any new programs in the next fis- 
cal year. Budget analysts told the 
state Joint Budget Committee that 
they remain hopeful that the neg- 
ative economic impact will last 
months, not years, in Colorado. 
They acknowledged, though, sig- 
nificant uncertainty and risk, and 
“potential for a more protracted 
recession.” 

The economic forecast states: 
“The cancellation of business 
travel has been widespread, de- 
mand for leisure travel is below 
levels following Sept. 11, 2001, and 
major sporting and cultural 
events have been canceled. These 
actions will ripple through the 
economy, and the full magnitude 
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Stock market 
drops again 
amid worries 
of recession 


By Stan Choe 
and Damian J. Troise 
The Associated Press 


NEW YorK» The U.S. stock mar- 
ket plunged to its worst day in 
more than three decades as voices 
from Wall Street to the White 
House said the coronavirus may 
be dragging the economy into a 
recession. 

Monday’s 12% drop for the S&P 
500 means it has plummeted near- 
ly 30% since setting a record less 
than a month ago, and it’s at its 
lowest point since the end of 2018. 
Losses were steep Monday, accel- 
erating in the last half hour of 
trading after President Donald 
Trump said the economy may be 
headed for a recession and asked 
Americans to avoid gatherings of 
more than 10 people. 

The plunge came even though 
the Federal Reserve rushed to 
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bove, chief storyteller Bryant Palmer walks through an empty 
Stanley Marketplace in Aurora on Monday after a preventative 
closure due to the coronavirus. Below, from left, owner Nelson 
Harvey, general manager Daniel Seibel, bar manager Miles Mazey and 
line cook Jacob Taggs of Annette at Stanley Marketplace prepare their 
curbside food pickup service. 
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GUIDELINES FROM TRUMP 


U.S. tells older people to stay 
home, all ages to avoid crowds 


By Jonathan Lemire, 
Andrew Taylor 

and Jill Colvin 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON” Racing to 
stall an expected surge of 
coronavirus cases, the White 
House on Monday released a 
series of sweeping guide- 
lines that for the next 15 days 
will temporarily rewrite the 
norms of American society. 

President Donald Trump, 


employing a newly somber 
tone about the crisis envel- 
oping the globe, urged all 
older Americans to stay 
home and everyone to avoid 
crowds and eating out at res- 
taurants. The president for 
the first time acknowledged 
that the pandemic may send 
the economy into a recession 
and suggested that the na- 
tion may be dealing with the 
virus until “July or August.” 

The guidelines were re- 


leased to an uneasy country. 
The stock market had its 
worst day since 1987, Ameri- 
ca’s largest school system 
shut its doors and questions 
remained about the adminis- 
tration’s ability to test for the 
virus and provide hospital 

space for those who fall ill. 
Among the new recom- 
mendations: Over the next 
half month, Americans 
should not gather in groups 
U.S. »7A 


Theaters, casinos 

and gyms are among 
businesses that must 
shut down for 30 days 
to try to stop spread. 


By Meg Wingerter 
The Denver Post 


Gov. Jared Polis ordered bars, 
restaurants and other large gath- 
ering places across Colorado to 
close for the next 30 days in an ag- 
gressive new push to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, as Den- 
ver and state leaders warned of 
dire consequences if the outbreak 
isn’t brought under control. 

The governor’s order Monday 
afternoon also will shutter the- 
aters, casinos and gyms statewide. 
Restaurants and bars still will be 
allowed to offer carryout, deliv- 
ery and room service options, but 
no in-person dining. 

The closures, economically 
perilous but designed to stymie 
person-to-person transmission of 
the new coronavirus, are effective 
8 a.m. Tuesday. 

“There will be a time when we 
want to celebrate those local 
small businesses again,” Polis said 
at a news conference. “When it’s 
safe, we want to celebrate in bars 
and clubs. We want to dine out. 
That day is not today, it’s not to- 
morrow, it’s not likely to be next 
week or the week after.” 

Polis also announced all DMV 
and Department of Revenue offic- 
es in Colorado will be closed until 
April 18. Renewal of driver’s li- 
censes can still be done online. 

Colorado now has 160 positive 
coronavirus cases, an increase of 
27 from Sunday. One Coloradan 
has died of complications of 
COVID-19, the highly contagious 
respiratory disease caused by the 
virus, and 20 are hospitalized. 

The governor’s order followed 
an announcement by Denver 
Mayor Michael Hancock earlier 
in the day that the city would 
close eateries to in-person dining 
to slow the spread of the corona- 
virus. City inspectors will enforce 
the rule, which expires May 11, he 
said. 

“This is not about a criminal act, 
this is more of, again, a public 
safety move,” he said. “While we 
expect everyone to comply, our 
inspectors will be active in the 
city to make sure we’re managing 
it.” 

Hancock said the Denver sher- 
iffs department will stop booking 
people accused of lower-level, 
nonviolent crimes in an effort to 
allow for greater distance be- 
tween people in the city’s jail. The 
court system will continue to op- 
erate because people are guaran- 
teed a right to a speedy trial, he 
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Nation. Millions of Americans 
are stuck at home as restrictions 
grow nationwide and the 
number of infections and deaths 
continues to rise. »7A 
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